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“The Church and the world have a great need for Eucharistic worship. Jesus awaits us in this
sacrament of Love. Let us not refuse the time to go to meet him in adoration, in
contemplation full of faith, and open to making amends for the serious crimes of the world. Let
our adoration never cease.” -Pope John Paul |l

These words to us from our late Holy Father issue a challenge: the challenge to prioritize alife of prayer and to
foster our growth in holiness even in the midst of our busy lives. But they also deliver agreat promise: that
when we come to adoration, we are in the presence of Jesus Christ himself!

Never has it been so difficult to be a Christian asit istoday. We are surrounded by aworld that

engenders mediocrity and complacency and constantly challenges our convictions and beliefs. But we are also
surrounded more than ever with opportunities to grow in grace, to riseto the call of the Father in our livesto
be saints. Even in the midst of this battle, all Christians are called to perfection! “Be perfect as your heavenly
Father is perfect.” (MT 5:8)

Christ has given us a great tool in this struggle for sanctity. It is the same gift he gave to his Apostles who went
forth from him , changed by his grace, to proclaim the good news. It is the transforming gift of his presence.
Yes! Jesusisrealy present in the Eucharist, waiting to transform our lives in grace and send us forth in his
mission of love in the world. There he offers the strength to face every weakness and temptation, every strug-
gle and burden. He offers freedom from addiction and sin. He offers the grace that transforms the lowliest sin-
ner into the greatest saint.

So what are you waiting for? We have been given the great gift and the great responsibility of having an Ado-
ration chapel here at St. Mary's. So often we are tempted to excuse ourselves from the battle of daily prayer
because we are too busy. But in spite of the busyness of our lives, the call , the challenge remains the same:
“Be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” Do not use your busyness as an excuse for laziness as the dis-
ciplesdid in the garden when they left Jesus alone in his agony. Rather, keep watch with Jesus, sit at his feet
and learn from him the way of perfection. Heiswaiting, calling out to you! “Come to me, all you who labor
and are heavy burdened, and | will give you rest.” (MT 11:28)

Do not expect to be amystic as soon as you begin in Adoration! Y ou will learn to pray with time, but it may be
difficult at first. Bring arosary, the Bible, or some spiritual reading to keep your mind and heart engaged in
prayer. You will find the silence of the chapel rejuvenating and in stark contrast to the noisy world; but in the
silence you will be renewed. The renewal of our community beginsin individual hearts, through the power of
the Eucharist. Therefore, let our adoration never cease!

On the weekend of December 8th we will be available after all Masses for you to sign up for aweekly hour of
Adoration in out Magnificat Chapel. If you have any questions, please direct them to Debbie Tavellaat 720-
283-4726 or Shirley Brotherton at 303-794-0121

Andrew Morrow

Youth Minister

“The Eucharist is a priceless treasure: by not only celebrating it but alse by praying before it outside of Mass
we are enabled to make contact with the very wellspring of grace.”
-Pope John Paul Il




M ESSI AH —G.F. HanpeL

December 14, 2007 - 7:30PM
The most popular MESSIAH performance in Colorado performed
on 18 ™ century instruments featuring the St. Mary Chamber Choir
and the St. Mary Baroque Orchestra performing
Handel’s original 1742 Dublin Version.

“It took musical director Matthew Loucks about five seconds to
demonstrate the difference between a “modern” and a
“period-style” performance!”

- The Fort Collins Coloradoan
GENERAL SEATING - ADMISSION: FREE

DOORS WILL OPEN AT 7:00PM




