
OUR HISTORY
For over 100 years, Catholics in Littleton have been hearing the 
good news of the gospel. Today they still welcome the message 
of God’s grace, receiving the Eucharist and growing in faith at 
St. Mary Catholic Parish. Founded in 1901, St. Mary Parish is an 
active and loving community.

Since Fr. Richard Brady led the first Mass on October 11, 1901 
expansion fueled the growth of our community. Over the years, 
parishioners welcomed the addition of a convent, rectory 
and school while building a new church home. Today 
we serve more than 1,900 registered households 
while educating nearly 500 Pre-k – 8th grade 
students at St. Mary Catholic School.

OUR PLAN
Our desire is to ensure St. Mary Catholic 
Parish and School serves the people 
of Littleton for well beyond another 100 
years. To realize this goal, it is necessary 
to actively work to upgrade our facilities. 
Recently we began this process by recruiting 
parishioners to serve on boards such as 
the Advisory Building Committee. We hired an 
architect to identify costs and work on design plans; we 
also hosted a series of town hall meetings to define our campus needs. 
Now, with a wish list in hand, we need your input again to determine 
what is most important before building or renovation begins.

Our Goals
Detailed planning and 

discussion identified 
these areas for improvement 

on the St. Mary campus.

NARTHEX AND GATHERING 
SPACE The focus for this area 
includes restructuring the narthex 
and gathering space to improve 
efficiency. This means rethinking 
the placement of the baptismal font, 
sacristy, and confessionals. 

PARKING LOT DRAINAGE 
Re-engineering the entire lot for 
better drainage will help reduce 
ice and improve safety. Plans call 
for lighting upgrades to improve 
visibility at night, and the possible 
addition of a new covered walkway 
on the east side of the lot.

SAFETY Our town halls revealed 
concerns about the comfort and 
safety of all parishioners. This 
includes replacing the HVAC 
system (heating, ventilation and air 
conditioning), widening stairways 
to allow for easy traffic flow and 
ensuring that automatic door 
openers work easily for those who 
need them. Through this upgrade, 
the doorways and walkways 
throughout our church would 
comply with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) mandates. 
(Some elements of our building 
are exempt from the ADA since 
construction occurred prior to its 
passage in 1990.) 

(over)

CHURCH IMPROVEMENTS
CHURCH RENOVATIONS This project 
encompasses the addition of a bathroom to 
the adoration chapel, sanctuary improvements 
and upgrades to the worship area such as 
artwork and improved acoustics. However, 
the most significant need is the removal of 
the choir loft from above the altar. Catholics 
believe the Eucharist is the source and summit 
of the Christian life. Therefore, nothing should 
overshadow the tabernacle or distract us either 
physically or spiritually. The Archdiocese of 
Denver Liturgical Design Guidelines state that, 
“Musicians...should be placed in a location 
that assists their ministry. This location should 
not distract from the liturgical actions at 
the altar nor appear as a performance.” We 
currently do not conform to this instruction 
and must consider our best options to resolve 
this discrepancy.

 | $2.8 MILLION - $3.5 MILLION



SCHOOL MAINTENANCE AND 
UPGRADES | $250,000 - $1.7 MILLION
MECHANICAL REPLACEMENT The school’s boiler is 
in its last months of usable life. We must attend to this now 
and can no longer postpone this project. Together with that 
project, we may also install central air in the junior high 
classrooms.

OUTDOORS This includes field/grounds improvements 
around the school, possibly including the completion of 
St. Mary Park.

BATHROOMS Bathrooms on the main floor of the 
elementary school will be expanded and renovated to 
accommodate more students.

OFFICES The school has a need for more office space. 
This project would include either a renovation or small 
building addition to expand office space for school staff 
and faculty.

MINISTRIES, ADMINISTRATION AND 
OPERATIONS | $1 MILLION - $1.9 MILLION
MARIAN HALL KITCHEN RENOVATION Marian Hall 
is the area where we come together in fellowship as a 
community. The proposed plans would include a renovation/
upgrade of this essential part of the facility.

CHURCH ADDITION FOR MINISTRIES CENTER Upon 
completion, this building will serve as a center for ministries 
and youth programs and house our St. Mary Parish Pantry. 
It would connect to our gathering space and narthex on the 
west side of the church. 

RECTORY The rectory’s 1960s-era kitchen and bathrooms 
need repair and renovation, as a normal course of 
maintenance.

PASTORAL CENTER–REPAIR AND UPGRADE As a 
building ages, replacing the windows becomes a necessity. 
They become worn and inefficient and no longer capable 
of keeping the heat in and the cold out. At St. Mary, the 
aging process has caught up with the pastoral center as all 
windows need replacing. In addition to new windows, the 
staff will appreciate the upgrade to a central air system. 
Other practical needs include the addition of more restrooms 
and an upgraded front reception area to reflect our spirit of 
hospitality.

INCREASING THE MAINTENANCE FUND To prepare 
St. Mary for any unexpected financial need, leadership would 
like to earmark $500,000 of campaign funding toward the 
maintenance fund, ensuring that the upgrades accomplished 
through this project can be maintained for years to come.

What we need from you now 
are your thoughts and prayers. 

We have received permission from the 
Archdiocese of Denver to explore this 
matter and to gather the opinion of 
our parish family members. We need 
your participation so we may identify 
the support which exists in our 
community. Please take time to 
participate. We also ask for your 
prayers as we continue to seek 
God’s guidance throughout 
this process.
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