
Via Sacra
This week our series continues with a 
look at the renovations needed for the via 
sacra, or main aisle, of the church. This 
part of our worship space, which literally 
means “sacred way,” has a rich, deep 
spiritual significance.  

The via sacra begins here, continues 
through the nave, where our community 
gathers for worship, and ends at the altar. 
This aisle represents our individual and 
communal journeying to God. 

Just as Moses and the Israelites journeyed through the desert in 
procession, we too mark the most important spiritual moments 
in our lives through processions that take place here:

• After a baptism, the community will often process down 
the via sacra to the altar, where the celebrant blesses the 
parents and godparents and asks them to accompany the 
baptized on his or her journey through life.

• At the beginning of Mass, the celebrant, deacon and servers 
process down the via sacra. This procession recalls Jesus’ 
triumphal entrance into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. 

• At the beginning of the celebration of the Sacrament of 
Marriage, the father of the bride escorts her down the 
via sacra. Just before the altar, she greets the groom and 
together they enter the sanctuary to pledge their love and 
fidelity. At conclusion, they leave the sanctuary down the via 
sacra, no longer two, but one flesh in Jesus Christ. 

• As a funeral Mass ends, pall bearers carry the coffin of the 
deceased down the via sacra and past the baptismal font, 
as a symbol of the deceased’s life and identity as a child of 
God. Our hope and confidence is that our Lord welcomes the 
faithfully departed into the heavenly banquet.

As you can see, the via sacra is more than just a walkway! It 
is a sacred space in which the people of God journey toward 
Heaven. Our vision is to replace the carpet with stone or marble 
so that the via sacra recalls these rich symbols. It will be a visible 
reminder that we are all on a journey to join God in eternity.

This is the second bulletin insert in a series as we 
focus on aspects of our church and the Mass 
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The baptismal font, which stands at the 
entrance to our church, reminds each of 

us of the day that we were welcomed into 
God’s family and cleansed from original sin.


