
The following offers a brief reminder 
as to how our parish became the 

faith community it is today.

St. Mary CatholiC PariSh 
DeterMineD anD SteaDfaSt

Confidence, courage and God’s presence 
served to motivate a handful of 
parishioners to band as one in forming 
St. Mary Catholic Parish. Those qualities 
inspired our forefathers 117 years 
ago. Driven by their spiritual desires, 
members broke ground on St. Mary’s 
first home July 21, 1901. Less than three 
months after turning over soil, they 
celebrated the first Mass in their new 
faith home.

Among the early supporters of the 
Catholic faith was Littleton pioneer 
Joseph W. Bowles, who twice served 
as county commissioner and later in 
the state legislature. Bowles, a life-long 
Protestant, converted to Catholicism to 
fulfill a wish made to his dying daughter. 
While staying true to his promise, 
he also donated the land on which 
the first church stood and made the 
largest financial contribution in funding 
construction. 

Recognized as an official parish starting 
in 1914, St. Mary faced challenges 
throughout its early years. The biggest 
test being the influenza epidemic of 
1918. This pandemic led to the deaths of 
650,000 Americans and forced St. Mary to 
temporarily close. 

The flu scare lasted into 1919, but by 
1920 St. Mary – with its doors open again 
– totaled 101 parishioners or roughly 
5 percent of Littleton’s population. 
Under the leadership of Fr. Joseph 
Desaulnier, a native Canadian, the 
church building expanded to 
accommodate its growing population. 

With our nation on the cusp of the 
Great Depression, the resolve of 
St. Mary parishioners ensured the 
parish’s continued growth and survival. 
The fall festival in October 1928 raised 
$600 – just under $9,000 by 2018 
standards – for the building fund. The 
windfall allowed the parish to install 
oak flooring in the sanctuary. Families 
donated the funding for new side altars. 
A new communion rail followed and 
the installation of new pews increased 
seating capacity to 250. 

Parishioners later added a new baptismal 
font and replaced the coal furnace with 
natural gas. They followed through 
with renovation plans for the rectory, 
while the new pastor, Fr. Gregory Smith, 
received a new piano from the Altar and 
Rosary Society as a Christmas gift.

By now, the parish also enjoyed social 
and spiritual growth with the formation 
of the Holy Name Society and a women’s 
group called the Young Ladies Sodality. 
Leadership included children in the mix 
too by holding the first catechism classes 
featuring 61 students.

As the parish, like the nation, struggled 
through the Great Depression and the 
horrors of World War II, it prospered 
in post-war America. Parishioners 
built a parish hall in 1947 and opened 
St. Mary Catholic School in 1951. The 
growth continued 11 years later with the 
construction of a new church building 
and school at our current location. 

The ’60s grew into the ’70s and the 
parents of many current parishioners 
celebrated their child’s baptism or 
first communion. Members organized 

our parish council in 1969 and in 1977 
parishioners celebrated a debt free 
St. Mary while enjoying the benefits 
associated with a new parish center.

Fr. Joseph Monahan led the parish 
from the late ’80s into the mid ’90s. 
He directed the Renewing our Heritage…
Building for the Future Capital Campaign, 
the fruits of which produced Joachim 
Hall. The renovation of Marian Hall 
occurred in 1995 and parishioners 
celebrated the comforts of air 
conditioning after installating it in the 
church in 1996.

As St. Mary moved into the 21st Century, 
the parish welcomed a new order – 
Disciples of the Hearts of Jesus and Mary 
(DCJM) in 2007. In 2014, we hailed the 
installation of Fr. Javier Nieva, DCJM 
who, four years later, continues as our 
spiritual leader, celebrating the 
Eucharist and examining the teachings of 
Jesus Christ.

Under his direction, nearly 2,000 families 
call St. Mary their faith home, we enjoy a 
robust school enrollment of 
nearly 475 students 
with more than 
350 students and 
volunteers active 
in our religious 
education program.


