
A little bit of St. MAry 
iS Alive in CArl KruSe. 
ACtuAlly, A lot.

The 66-year-old former Xcel Energy 
executive first became associated with  
St. Mary as a 2-year-old in 1952. Needless 
to say, after more than 60 years, he 
considers this faith community his home, 
the people his family. And some may 
argue that he looks at St. Mary with an 
educator’s eyes – because he and his wife 
Deb sent their four children to 
St. Mary Catholic School.

“We believed (in sending their children to 
St. Mary) that it would be a better general 
education than the public school,” Carl 
said, “with the religious education and 
active teacher and parent involvement 
being a bonus.”

Born in Denver, but raised in Littleton, 
Carl’s first exposure to Catholic education 
was as a student. He is a member of the 
class of ’64 – the first to graduate from St. 
Mary’s current school building. Among his 
earliest childhood memories, he said, was 
the development of the current campus.

“As the church was being built, I would 
ride my bike to the site often to view the 
construction progress,” Carl said. 

“The site was not secured like construction sites are now, and I would 
walk around looking at what had been done. One time I remember 
walking along the top of the lower-level wall, like on a tightrope, 
when it stood there alone in that phase of construction.”

In time, construction ended, the parish blossomed and Carl grew into 
adulthood. Along the way, he remembers the impact the Knights of 
Columbus had on a youthful Carl Kruse.

“The first time I experienced the Knights of Columbus was at 
the dedication ceremony of the church. I couldn’t believe those 
guys marching around with their feathery hats. I thought it was 
irreverent.”

The thought of what was irreverent quickly turned into respect and 
gratitude. He came to appreciate what the Knights offer the parish 
and the important role the organization played in St. Mary’s social 
development. He didn’t know it then, but the Knights hooked him 
that day. He’s served on the Knight’s Council for more than 23 years.

Today, it’s Fr. Javier and the Disciples of the Hearts of Jesus and Mary 
making an impression on Carl. 

The coming capital campaign to address improvements, including 
church and school renovations,  will have a lasting effort on parish 
life, he added.

“St. Mary is a wonderful, loving, growing family. The excitement 
of the newly remodeled, more reverent worship space adds to the 
momentum of this parish was we move through our second century.” 

He enjoys the increased presence of reverence and spirituality 
at the parish, and looks excitedly toward its future.


